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The need of an accelerated policy of social reconstruction in
the colonial empire to-day is recognized in all quarters and few
reactionaries would challenge its importance. Squalid depend-
encies damage our prestige, assault our intelligence, deny our
liberal sentiment, and menace our enlightened self-interest.
Our self-esteem suffered when we were confronted with the
grave reports from the West Indies and elsewhere in the years
immediately before the war. The allegations against British
policy and administration when Singapore fell troubled the
national conscience. Recent American criticism, usually un-
instracted, has been useful insofar as It has caused us to review
the policies being pursued in the dependencies. Parliament has
also shown impatience with the slow rate of change and has
voted money for assisting schemes of welfare and development
which are too costly for local colonial revenues to bear. Con-
structive trusteeship has become official and public opinion in
Britain to-day.

It is hardly necessary to indicate how this change has come
about. It is due to a number of influences, not the least of which
is socialist analysis and advocacy. It should be remembered also
that one important influence derives from officials in the field.
The frustration of administrative and technical officers and
others has caused not a few of them courageously to insist in
confidential and public -reports how hopeless were the tasks
they were often expected to perform while the principles of
colonial policy remained what they were. Grants-m-aid and
the working of the Colonial Development Act of 1929 proved
utterly inadequate for backward regions whose economic
development had been slow, unprofitable and irrational, or
whose economy was unbalanced and without regard to social